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Research Trends in the Contents of Childcare "Human Relations" in
Accordance with the Revision of Laws and Regulations
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Abstract

The current study seeks the perspective of leaders of “human relations” classes at nursery school teacher
training schools regarding how lessons that are part of preparation for the new school curriculum may be
improved, against the backdrop of the revision of both the National Curriculum Standard for Kindergartens
and two laws and regulations, including the Nursery School and Childcare Guidelines, through a text mining
analysis of academic research conducted in Japan before and after the guidelines were amended. This study
leveraged texts sourced from the Japanese scholarly and academic information navigator CiNii (Citation
Information by the National Institute of Informatics), finding that in the periods before and after the revisions
in the “human relations” numerous studies examined the real experiences of children, and also that a great
deal of research was carried out on-site at nursery schools. However, later trends showed a transition to a
greater number of studies of both curricula and instruction methods at training schools. Examining the links
between the co-occurrence networks of words extracted from article titles showed that, particularly after the
revisions of 2017, studies centered on comparisons between the new guidelines and those that had gone before
them, as well as comparisons between and analyses of the three laws and regulations. In recent years, the
number of studies investigating attempts to promote understanding among practical students at childcare

training schools was seen to have increased.
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