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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to analyze difficulties faced by dental hygienists when providing
oral care support in elderly care homes. We surveyed 94 care staff members working in elderly
care homes in the Osaka area and 96 visiting dental hygienists regarding the actual condition and
awareness of oral care provided by care staff using a self-administered questionnaire. In
self-assessment findings, 62% of the responding care staff stated that they did not perform oral
observations, whereas that value was 90% when assessed by the responding hygienists. As
compared to the preferences of the hygienists, the followings were statistically significant: the
number of care staff who routinely used an assistive cleaning device was small and those who
used chemical cleaning products was large (p<0.05), and the number of care staff who considered
that oral care was performed as rehabilitation and those who were interested in oral care training
were small (p<0.05). Furthermore, the ratio of care staff who answered that a written report was
an important means of information sharing was smaller than that of the hygienists (p<0.01). We
consider that these results highlight problems faced by dental hygienists when providing support
for oral care, along with different views regarding the functional role of dental care and effective

techniques, as well as oral assessment, and point out the necessity of a standardized method for
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