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Abstract

The Russian folktale “The Gigantic Turnip” was introduced to Japan through children’s magazines
in the Taisho Era. The first publication was a picture story “A grandfather plants a turnip ...”
(Younen-no-Tomo, January 1918), which featured Japanese-style pictures of silhouette lithographs
of “The Story of Grandfather and a Turnip” by E. Bohm. The first publication of a story was “The
Turnip” (Shounen, October 1922). In 1924, “The Turnip” in The Russian Fairy Tales, written by A.
Afanashyev, was translated by Hakuyou Nakamura and, the next year the translation of the
Ushinsky-type in Russian school textbooks was published (tr. by Kaoru Yoshida, 1925). These two
translations were the basis of the later Gigantic Turnip stories in Japan. During the Showa Age
before World War I “The Gigantic Turnip” was dramatized and became a standard feature of
children’s theater (Noboru Kurihara “The Gigantic Turnip,” 1935 ex.). After World War I “The
Gigantic Turnip” was established as a Russian tale with many variations. It appeared in two school
textbooks for the first class in the primary school, but the stories were shortened and much

changed.
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