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Fingerplay as an introduction lets preschoolers focused on subsequent activity
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[Abstract]
What effect on preschoolers is expected to fingerplay as introduction to activity in kindergarten? In this
study we recorded 25 preschoolers drawing pictures of the apples in 10 minutes, and compared the numbers
and the time of looking away between two groups: One group (6 boys and 6 girls in 5yrs class) played an
apple-related fingerplay and the other group (7 boys and 6 girls in 5yrs class) played a fingerplay unrelated
to apple prior to drawing pictures. Two-way mixed ANOVAs tested for the effect of fingerplay (task related or
unrelated fingerplay) and time intervals (0:00-2:30, 2:31-5:00, 5:01-7:30, 7:31-10:00) showed that the task
related fingerplay group was more concentrative to the task than the other group during 0:00 to 2:50 in the
activity. In kindergarten fingerplay as introduction might get preschoolers focused on immediately after

beginning of the sequent activity, when the fingerplay’s theme matches the theme of the activity.
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Table 1. Means (StDev) of the number of looking away during the task and the results of two-way ANOVAs

Time intervals’ F-values
. " Post hoc tests
Fingerplay (groups) 0:00-2:30  2:31-5:00 5:01-7:30 7:31-10:00 ME IE
. 0.92 0.75 1.00 2.17 )
Task-related fingerplay (1.19) 1.01) (1.08) (0.99) F:0.72 Fi>Fy (Ty)
’ ’ ’ ’ 2.80 *
. 1.92 1.08 1.00 1.62 . e
Task-unrelated fingerplay (1.00) ©.79) 0.96) 0.84) T: 5.32 Ty > Ty, Te, Ts (F1)

Notes: F; and Fy mean Task-related fingerplary group and Task-unrelated fingerplay group, respectively.
Ty, Ts, T3, and T4 mean the subcategoriese of Time intervals: 0:00-2:30, 2:31-5:00, 5:01-7:30, and 7:31-10:00, respectively.
*p <.05, ¥**p < .005.
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Figure 1. The mean number of looking away during the task
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Table 2. Means (StDev) of the times of looking away during the task and the results of two-way ANOV As

Time intervals " F-values
. ) Post hoc tests
Fingerplay (groups) 0:00-2:30 2:31-5:00 5:01-7:30 7:31-10:00 ME IE
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Task-unrelated fingerpla, T:1.17
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Notes: F1 and Fo mean Task-related fingerplary group and Task-unrelated fingerplay group, respectively.
Ty, T9, Ts, and T4 mean the subcategoriese of Time intervals: 0:00-2:30, 2:31-5:00, 5:01-7:30, and 7:31-10:00, respectively.
™p <.10,*p <.05.
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Figure 2. Themean times (seconds) of looking away during the task
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